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The winner of the 3rd Joseph-Déchelette European Archaeology Prize is Marilou NORDEZ, 
doctor from the University of Toulouse Jean-Jaurès. 

The winner was chosen for the quality of her doctoral thesis in archaeology, devoted to "The 
Middle Atlantic Bronze Age through the prism of ornament: Research on body ornaments in 
France and neighbouring regions (15th-14th c. BC)", a thesis that was immediately 
published, because of its interest, in the Memoirs of the French Prehistoric Society. She was 
awarded a cheque for €10,000. 

  



 The title of the prize refers to Joseph Déchelette, a scientist born in Roanne (Loire, F) in 1862, who 
died prematurely on the front line of the Great War in 1914 at Vingré (Aisne). Joseph Déchelette was 
one of the founders of European archaeology. 

 

 The aim of the prize is to highlight the work of a young archaeologist, by supporting him or her at 
a critical moment in the career of any researcher, the one following the defence of his or her 
doctoral thesis. Following a call for applications from November 2019 to February 2020, an 
international scientific jury met on 5 May to decide on the winner from among 10 European 
candidates.  

 

 The jury's reasoning was as follows:  

"Marilou Nordez brilliantly defended a doctoral thesis in 2017 at the University of Toulouse 
Jean-Jaurès on The Middle Atlantic Bronze Age through the prism of jewelry: Research on 
body ornaments in France and neighbouring regions (15th-14th c. B.C.), a thesis which has 
already been the subject of a monographic publication. She currently holds a postdoctoral 
research position within the Celtic Gold research programme co-financed by the French and 
German national research agencies, which allows her to open her field of expertise to the 
Iron Age. 

Marilou Nordez has developed an integrated method for the study of jewellery. It is based on 
a classic "typo-chronological" approach, which she complements in an original way with 
archaeometric analyses, to specify the composition of the metal, and technological analyses, 
to reconstruct the manufacturing chains. These data enable it to question the concept of the 
"Middle Atlantic Bronze Age", to reconstruct technical processes hitherto unidentified in 
such an ancient period and to specify the transfers of raw materials, objects and techniques 
on the scale of North-Western Europe. The prize will enable her to broaden the chronological 
scope of her investigation of the jewellery of Europe's Atlantic seaboard to cover the whole 
of protohistory (2nd and 1st millennia BC). 

The jury also notes with satisfaction that Marilou Nordez is very involved in research 
networks, in particular within the French Association for the Promotion of Bronze Age 
Research. " 

 

 In addition to the winner, the jury awarded two other young researchers a special mention for the 
value of their doctoral research. They are:  

- Andrew Lamb, who conducted brilliant doctoral research at the University of Leicester on funeral 
rites in southern Britain in the late Iron Age (5th century BC - 1st century AD). The jury highly 
appreciated his ability to renew knowledge on an archaeological dossier well known to specialists but 
considerably updated in recent years, by placing his study in a resolutely European perspective. 

- Guillaume Reich, who, in the context of doctoral research conducted in co-supervision at the 
Universities of Neuchâtel and Strasbourg, developed a new and original approach to protohistoric 
weaponry by studying it from the angle of traceology, i.e. traces that bear witness to their ancient 
use, without avoiding full-scale experiments to understand how weapons record the blows they 
received or gave in battle. After taking an interest in the prestigious collection from the La Tène site 
(CH), providing arguments in favour of interpreting it as a trophy, he embarks on the study of other 
famous series of weapons from the European Iron Age.  



 

 

 

 

The 2020 winner of the Joseph Déchelette European Archaeology Prize 

Marilou NORDEZ, Doctor of the University Toulouse Jean-Jaurès (F) 

Marilou Nordez is a young 31-year-old researcher who obtained her PhD at the University of 
Toulouse Jean-Jaurès in 2017, with a thesis devoted to the Middle Atlantic Bronze Age, which she 
studied through the prism of ornamental objects. Her period of predilection thus dates back to about 
thirty-five centuries ago. Her place of birth, on the banks of the Loire estuary, predestined the 
archaeologist she was to become to be interested in the "Atlantic Bronze Age", defined by various 
European researchers in the mid-20th century on the observation of the great similarity of arms and 
ornaments on the Atlantic coast of the continent, from the Iberian Peninsula to the British Isles, 
during the second half of the second millennium BC. These similarities are explained by the efficiency 
of the communication networks by sea, which have proved to be as intense as those best known in 
the Mediterranean area. It is therefore a very ancient community in North-Western Europe that is 
gradually emerging thanks to archaeology. The doctoral research of Marilou Nordez, carried out in a 
resolutely European perspective, makes a major contribution to the knowledge of an ancient stage of 
this Atlantic Bronze Age. To do this, she has developed an "integrated" approach to the bronze 
ornaments of the period, in the sense that she has mobilised different approaches: typological 
(classification of forms and decorations), archaeometric (analysis of the composition of the metal), 
technical (understanding of the manufacturing processes, through experimentation) and contextual 
(study of places of discovery). Of particular note is the collaboration she has established with bronze 
craftsmen, Mr Jean-René Châtillon and Mr Patrice Lamouille, both based at the tip of Brittany, to 
understand the techniques used in the manufacture of bracelets and anklets and to realise that the 
process used was that of lost wax, which had never before been identified at such an early date in 
Western Europe. This process consists of making a model of the object in beeswax, including the 
decoration, and then embedding this model in a clay matrix which, once baked, will serve as a mould 
for casting the molten metal. 



Marilou Nordez's doctoral research is all the more meritorious in that it was carried out without a 
research grant, which obliged her to divide her time between her studies, university teaching and 
missions for archaeological operators, not to mention her strong associative commitment to the 
Association for the Promotion of Bronze Age Research (APRAB). It is also the fruit of teamwork. Her 
passion for the Bronze Age was affirmed during her undergraduate years at the University of Nantes, 
with Sylvie Boulud-Gazo (Lecturer, CReAAH laboratory) who accompanied her until her PhD. Her 
research subject became clearer during her master's degree at the University of Rennes 2 and then at 
the University of Rennes 1, with the support of José Gomez de Soto (CNRS, CreAAH laboratory) and 
Pierre-Yves Milcent (Lecturer at the University of Toulouse Jean-Jaurès, TRACES laboratory). Finally, it 
is in Toulouse, within the laboratory TRACES, that she prepared her thesis, under the co-direction of 
Pierre-Yves Milcent and Barbara Armbruster (CNRS).  

Since her defence, Marilou Nordez has been one of the driving forces behind the Celtic Gold research 
project, co-financed by the German and French research agencies, which is interested in the use and 
circulation of the precious metal in North-Western Europe, but this time in the Iron Age.  

Since her early years of graduate studies, Marilou Nordez has thus progressed on a trajectory that 
has led her to become one of the leading experts on protohistoric exchange networks in the far west 
of the Old World. Let us wish her to be able to continue along this path, which is perfectly in line with 
the work of Joseph Déchelette. For the time being, she intends to make priority use of the 
endowment and invitations offered to it by various partner institutions of the prize to perfect its 
documentation on the Bronze Age and Iron Age jewelry of the Atlantic coast.  



 

 

 A prize of 10,000 euros 

The prize is endowed with €10,000, distributed as follows: the Joseph-Déchelette association for 
€3,000, the French Ministry of Culture and Communication for €5,000 and the Römisch-
germanisches Zentralmuseum (RGZM, Mainz) for €2,000.  

In addition, there are also a number of in-kind rewards in the form of research stays in European 
institutions - the Musée d’Archéologie nationale (F), RGZM, Laténium (CH), Bibracte (F), not 
forgetting the library of the exceptionally rich Joseph-Déchelette Museum of Archaeology and Fine 
Arts. 

 

 The prize ceremony 

The prize is traditionally presented to the winner by the President of the Joseph-Déchelette 
Association during the European Archaeology Days in the library of the Joseph-Déchelette Museum 
of Archaeology and Fine Arts. The museum, located in the heart of Roanne, was the scholar's 
residence before his widow bequeathed the building and the library to the City.    

Due to the exceptional sanitary conditions this spring, the ceremony is postponed to the autumn. 

 

 The purpose of the prize 

The European Joseph Déchelette Prize for Archaeology has the ambition to fill a gap: such prizes 
are indeed very rare in this scientific discipline. Its award criteria include the values that 
distinguished Joseph Déchelette: open-mindedness, European dimension of reflection, intellectual 
rigour, practical sense. It is intended to be widely open to the international archaeological 
community. It concerns young researchers who have defended their doctoral thesis for less than two 
years, on a subject concerning European Protohistory (ages of metals). In order not to establish any 
restriction on the language in which the thesis is written, candidates are asked to provide a summary 
in French or English, as well as work prospects for the year following the award of the prize. 

 

 Partnerships  

For this third edition (the next one is planned for 2022) the Joseph-Déchelette association has 
benefited from partnerships with various French and European institutions:   

- the French Ministry of Culture / General Directorate of Heritage 
- the town of Roanne / Joseph-Déchelette museum of archaeology and fine arts (F) 
- the Musée d'Archéologie nationale, St-Germain-en-Laye (F) 
- the Römisch-germanisches Zentralmuseum (RGZM), Leibniz-Forschungsinstitut für Archäologie, 

Mainz (D) 
- the Laténium, park and museum of archaeology, institution of the Republic and Canton of 

Neuchâtel (in association with the Maison Borel foundation) (CH) 
- the French Association for the Promotion of Bronze Age Research (APRAB) 
- the French Association for the Study of the Iron Age (AFEAF) 
- the Prehistoric Society, London 
- the European Association of Archaeologists, Prague (CZ) 

as well as Bibracte EPCC / European Archaeological Centre (F), which provided the secretariat for the 
prize. 



 The jury  

The jury, chaired by Anne-Marie Adam, Professor Emeritus of the University of Strasbourg and 
President of the Scientific Council of Bibracte, included the following personalities: 

- Philippe Barral, Professor at the University of Franche-Comté, President of the French 
Association for the Study of the Iron Age (AFEAF), representing the latter. 

- Gilles Déchelette, President of the association Joseph Déchelette, representing the latter 

- François Fichet de Clairfontaine, Inspector General of Architecture and Heritage, representing 
the French Ministry of Culture 

- Melanie Giles, senior lecturer at the University of Manchester, Vice-President of the Prehistoric 
Society, representing the Prehistoric Society. 

- José Gomez de Soto, Emeritus Research Director at the CNRS, representing the French 
Prehistoric Society 

- Marc-Antoine Kaeser, Professor at the University of Neuchâtel, Director of the Laténium, 
representing the latter 

- Claude Mordant, Professor Emeritus at the Université de Bourgogne - Dijon, President of the 
French Association for the Promotion of Research on the Bronze Age (APRAB), representing the 
latter 

- Sandra Pere-Nogues, lecturer at the Université Jean-Jaurès - Toulouse, qualified personality 

- Michel Reddé, director of studies at the Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes, Paris, qualified 
personality 

- Daniel Roger, Assistant to the Director, in charge of scientific policy, representing the Musée 
d’Archéologie nationale 

- Martin Schönfelder, researcher at the Römisch-Germanisches Zentralmuseum (RGZM), 
representing Alexandra W. Busch, General Director of the RGZM. 

- Vincent Guichard, Managing Director and Scientific Director of Bibracte, Secretary of the Jury 
(without voting rights) 

  



Previous prize winners 

 

 

First Joseph-Déchelette Prize awarded to Eneko Hiriart   
by Gilles Déchelette on June 17, 2016 

● Eneko Hiriart was the first winner of the Prix Joseph-Déchelette, in 2016. 

His doctoral research, supported at the University of Bordeaux-Montaigne, focused on economic and 
monetary practices between the Ebro and Charente rivers between the 5th and 1st centuries BC. 

Eneko has now joined the CNRS, within the IRAMAT-CRP2A laboratory (Bordeaux). 

 

 

Sasja Van der Waart-Verschoof receives   

the second Joseph-Déchelette Prize on 15 June 2018. 

 Sasja Van der Vaart-Verschoof was the winner of the second edition of the prize in 2018. 

Her doctoral research at the Universiteit Leiden (Netherlands) focused on the burials of the early Iron 

Age elite of the Netherlands. 

Sasja is now assistant curator at the Rijksmuseum van Oudheden (National Museum of Antiquities) in 

the Netherlands. 



Some markers  

 Who was Joseph Déchelette (Roanne 1862 - Vingré 1914)? 

Born in Roanne (F) in 1862, Joseph Déchelette carried out his research and archaeological work at the 

same time as his career as a captain of industry in the textile sector. After archaeological work in his 

native province, he undertook research on Gallo-Roman ceramics and then on the fortified sites of the 

late Iron Age from the excavations of the oppidum of Bibracte in Burgundy, which earned him 

recognition from researchers throughout Europe. 

His Manuel d'archéologie préhistorique, celtique et gallo-romaine (4 volumes) remained unfinished 

and definitively confirmed his European influence as a specialist in prehistoric archaeology. Enlisted at 

his request in a fighting unit when he was 52 years old, he fell on the front line on 4 October 1914. His 

European recognition was expressed in the many personal and official messages of condolence that 

followed his death.  

His professional activity in the cotton industry rubbed off significantly on his scholarly research, 

contributing to the originality of his outlook in an academic world usually focused on its studies. 

Moreover, his exceptional capacity for synthesis enabled him to invent protohistoric archaeology in 

the true sense of the word. This was in response to his conviction, original in the academic world, 

"that culture always follows in the footsteps of the economy and is maintained only at the price of 

exchanges: consequently, Joseph Déchelette was attached to the nature of relations between men 

rather than to their identity" (Serge Lewuillon).  

=> Note the following bboks:  

- Joseph Déchelette, un précurseur de l’archéologie européenne, under the direction of 
Sandra Péré-Noguès, Actes Sud (2014) 

- La construction d'une archéologie européenne (1865-1914), colloque en hommage à Joseph 
Déchelette (Roanne, 2014), under the direction of Sandra Péré-Noguès, Mergoil (2019) 

 

 The association Joseph-Déchelette 

The Association Joseph-Déchelette was founded in 2010 at the initiative of his great-grand-nephew 

Édouard Déchelette(†), in order to maintain the memory of this great scholar and promote the 

discipline he loved. Its first actions were to prepare the commemoration of the Centenary of the 

death of Joseph Déchelette, in the form of an international colloquium to be held in 2014 in Roanne 

and a collective work: Joseph Déchelette, a precursor of European Archaeology. The institution of the 

Joseph Déchelette European Archaeology Prize is the logical continuation of these founding actions 

of the association.  


